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CF Fresh Goes Greener with Solar  

Sedro-Woolley, Washington  
 
CF Fresh, a respected leader in the organic produce community, announced today the addition of a 25 
kW solar photovoltaic (PV) system to their company headquarters in Sedro-Woolley, Washington.  The 
new system, which is the largest PV array in Skagit County and the second largest in territory served by 
Puget Sound Energy, is expected to supply approximately 70% of the company’s annual electricity needs, 
as well as reduce CO2 emissions by 24 metric tons annually. 
 
Steve Mackey, CF Fresh Controller and Director of Finance, who led the project, said “CF Fresh 
employees are on the look-out for practical ways to reduce the impact of our day-to-day activities.  We do 
the ‘common’ things like recycling our cans and bottles and buying recycled paper; and we have even 
started composting our lunch-room garbage.  The investment in solar electric is just another way we are 
working to reach a sustainable level of resource consumption within our operations.”  
 
Mackey says he was skeptical at first, but after investigating solar electric he found that a PV system was 
a smart investment.  “With the federal tax credits and other incentives the solar panels are not just for 
show and marketing; they actually make good financial sense.”     

Roger Wechsler, CF Fresh, President, commented, “I’ve been wanting to do solar for a long time, but 
never found a cost effective and affordable way to do it.  With current incentives the dollar payback is 
reasonable, but more importantly, the environmental benefit is appreciable.  Our business model is 
dependent on entirely too much fossil fuel consumption.  With solar electric we are reducing our 
dependence in a small but significant way.” 
 
The rooftop installation consists of 130 Sanyo HIP 195 solar panels and four SunnyBoy 6000 inverters.  
CF Fresh contracted with Fire Mountain Solar of Mount Vernon, Washington, because Mackey felt, “They 
went beyond what I would expect a solar contractor would do to help us get the installation done 
efficiently.”   
 
Even with this contribution toward more sustainability, the solar installation is not seen as the culmination 
of their efforts.  CF Fresh is in the process of having an energy audit performed to upgrade and reduce 
the amount of power used in office lighting.  Maureen Royal, Director of Sales, for CF Fresh stated, “We 
recognize that there is still much work to be done, and we will continue looking for more ways to reduce 
our environmental impact.”   
 
For more about Fire Mountain Solar contact Alana Nelson (360) 422-5610,  www.firemountainsolar.com  
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